                                                                                                            As at 27 December 2011

                                            FRASER of Knock                                                      (1) (2)
‘This family was of considerable antiquity – highly descended, and was allied, through intermarriage, to the first families in the west also.                                                              (3)
The first of them who possessed Knock, was John Fraser, third son of Hugh Fraser of Fairly Hope in Tweedale, and of Lovat in the north, and who settled here in the reign of Robert III, very soon after the year 1400.’                                                                                          (3) (4)                                                                                                                                                          
               Hugh FRASER == Isabell WEMYSS, dau. of David
               b. c1324 at Lovat,  b. c1342 at Arid Lovat,

               Invernessshire       Invernessshire                                                                        (5
                                             m. c1371

                                         |
                                         |

                        John FRASER ==                                                                                    (4) (5)
                       1st Laird of Knock

                       b. c1379 at Lovat
                       m. c1409  

                                         |

                                         |

                                         |                                                                                                 (3a)
                                         |

                         Johanni FRESALE ==                                                                                (5)
                         2nd Laird of Knock                                                                                  

                         b. c1412 at Knock
1450                                 |                                                                                                    (8a)
Land                                 |

Charter                             |

                                         |

                        John FRASER ==                                                                                          (5)
                        3rd Laird of Knock

                        b. c1438 at Knock
                                         |

                                         |

                        (   ?   ) FRASER ==                                                                                        (5)
                        4th Laird of Knock

                        b. c1464 at Knock
                                         |

                                         |

                                         |

                        John FRASER == Margaret STUART                                             (2b) (4) (8b)
                        5th Laird of Knock  b. c1490 at Darnley,
                         b. c1490               Renfrewshire
1537                                         |    m. c. 1520                   
Land                                         |                                                                                           (8c)
Charter                                     |

                    ----------------------------------------------------------------
                   |                                        |                                   |
John FRASER ==  (?)      Margaret =  John                           Jean      =    John             (4) (3c)
6th Laird of Knock             FRASER     MONTGOMERIE        FRASER     BOYLE             (8d)
b. c 1515                          b. c1518      Laird of Hessilhead     m. 1549      of Kelburn
d. after 1572                    at Knock      b. c1515                                         d. 1555
                            |                               d. 4 Jan 1557/58                         |
                            |                                                                                   |

                            |                                                                                   |

                            |                                                                                   |

             -----------------------------------                                                         |
            |                                         |                                                         |

John FRASER   ==   ?    Margaret = Patrick CRAUFURD           Patrick BOYLE               (3d) 
7th Laird of Knock            FRASER   10th Laird of Auchinames    of Polruskane                 (14)
b.                         |                             b. c1532                             m. Agnes FRASER
                            |                                m. c1570                                                                 (3d)
                            |                                      |
                            |                         William CRAUFURD       = Margaret HOUSTOUN         (6)
                            |                         11th Laird of Auchinames   dau. of Sir Patrick 

                            |                         m. c1587                            HOUSTON of that Ilk
                            |                                                                  |
                            |                                                                   --------------
          ---------------------------------------------------------------------                   |
         |                                                 |                                |                   |
John FRASER == Jeane         Agnes FRASER     Margaret FRASER  |                        (8f) (8g)
8th Laird of Knock  Margaret    b. …………                 b. …………..       |
b.c1569                 BRISBANE m1. Patrick BOYLE     d.s.p. 1616         |                                (7)
m. 1583                b.                 of Polruskane                                         |
d. c1643       |       d. Apr 1612 m2. Patrick CRAUFURD                         |                               (9)
                     |                                   of Auchnames                                |
1571             |                           d. 6 Jan 1595                                         |                              (8e)
Land             |                                                                                          | 
Charter         |                             Patrick CRAUFURD = Jane CRAUFURD (his cousin)       (7a)
                     |                             of Auchinames             Heiress of Crosbie

                     |                             b. c1588                       b. c1578
                     |                             m. 1606  

                     |                             d. Jan 1649             |
                     |                                                             |

                     |                 ----------------------------------------------------------------

                     |                |       |       |      |       |       |            |            |            |

                     |                      (6 sons, 3 daughters)                    (Jean)                          

                     |                                                                                 |                   
                     |                                                                                 |
                     |                                                                                  ------------------
      ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------       |
     |              |                                                                     |              |                   |                     
Robert          |                                                                    |         son/dau?          |

FRASER      |                                                                    |                                  |                 (8g)          

b. c1590       |                                                                    |                             -----

d.                  |                                                                     |                            |                                     

               James               ==  Marie                            Alexander       ==    Jean              (9) (9a)                            

               FRASER                 RAMSAY                      FRASER                 CRAUFURD                      
               9th Laird of Knock    dau. of Rev. Andrew    10th Laird of Knock   b. …………                                 
               b. c1603                  RAMSAY, Minister of   b. ……………           d. Oct 1667                                  
               d. Jan 1667             Old Kirk Edinburgh (b.  d. Sep 1657        |                          
1628                                      1574, d. 30 Dec 1659)                              |                               (8i)    
Land Charter                          b. c1607                                                   |      
                                               m. 16 Feb 1628 at                                    |                                                   
1630                                       Edinburgh Parish                                      |                              (8j)
Land Alienated                       d. ………….                                              |
                           |                                                                     |        

      ---------------------------------------------                     --------------------------------------------
     |                 |                 |                 |                    |                  |                 |                |

James       son.dau?   son/dau?  son/dau?         Jean          Grissel       Agnes       Janet      
FRISELL   b. c1631    b. c1633   b. c1635          FRASER   FRASER   FRASER   FRASER                                                                                                                                                                                             
Younger
of Knock

b. c1629

Sources/Notes:

1.  On the Lovat Fraser Family Tree shown as ‘by descent of Drumnoe and Cleragh’.  This note may have been a result of the correspondence between Mabel Frances Isoble FRAZER (1907-1970) and the then Lord Saltoun in the early 1950s.
2.  In early times there were a number of variations in the surname FRASER, eg. FRAZER, FRISALL, FRISELL and FRESALE.  In some instances the surname changed from father to son and then back again to the first version a generation later.  Many families did not standardise the spelling of their surnames until sometime in the 18th century.
3.  ‘Genealogy of the Principal Families – A genealogical account of the principal families in Ayrshire’ by George Robertson published in 1823.

a. Alexander FRASER de Knock is listed as a juror at an inquest held at Irvine ( before Robert Duke of Albany) in 1417 to  resolve a major inheritance problem.  (Page 14).

b. ‘Margaret, only child and heiress of Sir John STUART of Glanderston, fourth son of John, first Earl of Lennox, by Marion, sister of the first Lord SEMPILL.’   (Page 352)
c. ‘in 1549 , his daughter Jean was married to John BOYLE of Kelburn ‘(Page 352)

d. ‘About the year 1570 Patrick CRAUFURD of Auchnames married a daughter of Fraser of Knock’ (Page 352)
e. ‘This family, after living in considerable splendour for about 250 years in Knock, began to decline towards the middle of the seventeenth century.  The lands of Quarter and Routinburn, part of the original estate, were first alienated in 1630 by James Fraser, then of Knock.’  (Page 353)

4.  ElectricScotland.   John, the second son of Hugh FRASER, described as the ‘ancestor of the FRASERs of Knock in Ayrshire’.   (In other references he is described as the third son of Hugh FRASER.)
5.  Boyd and Marker Family – Ancestry Library Collection
6.  ‘A genealogical and heraldic history of the commoners of Great Britain and Ireland enjoying territorial possessions or high official rank’ by John Burke published in 1836 – from which details of the CRAUFURD of Auchnames family were extracted.  
7.  The CRAUFURD of Auchnames family history.  (This pretty well confirmed the details at 5 above.
a. By this marriage the Craufurd estates of Auchnames and Crosbie were brought together again.  He was 18 years old whilst she was 28 years old.

8.  ‘History of the County of Ayr (with a genealogical account of the families of Ayrshire), Volume II’ by James Paterson (1805-1876) published in 1852.
a. ‘Johanni FRESALE had a charter of the lands of Flatt, from James II, dated 7th July 1450.’ (Page 309)
b. ‘John FRASER of Knock married, about 1520, Margaret, only child and heiress of Sir John Stewart of Glanderston.’  (Page 309)
c. ‘John FRESAL of Knok and Margaret Stewart, his spouse, had a charter from James V, of the lands of Rowtanbure, 11th November 1537.’  (Page 309)
d. ‘In 1549 their daughter Jean, was married to John BOYLE of Kilburne.’  (Page 309)

e. ‘John FRASER, grandson of John FRASER of Knok, had a charter of the lands of Knok, from James VI, 13th Sept. 1571.’  (Page 309)
f. ‘There is a contract of marriage, of rather a singular nature, dated 17th Nov. 1572, entered into between John FRISSAL (FRAZER) of Knok, for himself, and as taking burden on him for John FRISSAL his grandson, a child, on one part, and John BRISBANE on the other part, as taking burden on himself for his three daughters – by which, in consideration of Brisbane redeeming certain debts on the estate of Knok – Frissal engages that his grandson shall marry, at his lawful age of fourteen years, the said Margaret Brisbane, whom failing by decease, the said Janet, and whom failing the said Marion.  Accordingly, in 1583, there is a charter granted by John FRISSAL (the grandson), with the consent of his curators, for implementing this contract, and investing her, his future spouse, in certain parts of the estate of Knok ……..’  (Page 306) 
g.  ‘John FRASER ………………… married, in 1583, Jeane (so called in her testament) BRISBANE, who died in April 1612.  Robert FRASER, her eldest son, was a witness to her letter-will.’  (Page 309)
h. ‘John FRISSEL of Knok is mentioned in various testamentary documents down till 1643.  (Page 309)
i.  James FRASER, apparent of Knok, and his spouse, had a charter of the lands of Grasszairdis and Knok, 27th September 1628.’   (Page 309)
j.  ‘James FRASER of Knok alienated the lands of Quarter and Routinburn, in 1630.’  (Page 309)
k. Paterson then gives a full account of the problems encountered by James FRASER of Knok with the Kirk in Irvine leading up to his flight to Ireland in 1650.   He concludes by writing ‘ Whether the unfortunate Laird of Knok ever returned from Ireland does not appear.’ (Page 309)

9.  Burke’s Peerage  
10.  This second marriage of Agnes FRASER might have been to James CRAUFURD of Flatterton   (The CRAUFURDs of Flatterton were a younger branch of the CRAUFURD of Auchnames family.)

11.  ‘The Frasers of Knock Ayrshire 1628-1674 Documents and Manuscripts’ by Thomas Milliken in Knock published  ?.
a.  Jean CRAWFORD, the wife of Alexander FRASER, 10th Laird of Knock, is described as being the daughter of James CRAWFORD of Flatterton and Geeles SHAW of Greenock.
12. ‘Descriptions of the sheriffdoms of Lanark and Renfrew’ by William Hamilton.

13.  I have obtained from the Library of the Scottish Genealogy Society in Edinburgh a photocopy of two handwritten sheets of paper.  The first page gives an outline family tree of the FRASER of Knock family tree from 1333 to 1675, the year when the four daughter heiresses of Alexander FRASER, the 10th and last Laird of Knock, sold the remainder of the Knock estate to Sir Robert Montgomerie of Skelmorlie.  The second page covers the ownership of the various portions of the Knock estate lands from 1675 until 1858.  Unfortunately the ‘tree’ has no attribution and no research date and nor does it give any additional information to that which I have obtained from the above sources.  It is clear that whoever compiled the ‘tree’, presumably during the second half of the 19th century because they used archaic words, eg. relict for widow, was more interested in property matters than genealogy.  The heading at the top of the first page is ‘KNOCK – P of Skelmorlie’. 
14. Pedigree Resource File – Family Search.org

                                                                                             (Compiled by Michael Fraser-Allen                                                                                                                                                                                                – February 2011 to date)                                                                                                                                                                                    

